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Winnipeg Folk Festival Announces 2011 Line -Up 
Five Days of Folk Kick  Off with Blue Rodeo’s Five Days In July!  

 
WINNIPEG, Manitoba, Canada Ð The Winnipeg Folk Festival takes place July 6 to 10, and its line-up, 
once again, brings together an unprecedented diversity of world-class music for what will be another 
memorable event filled with fun, friends and musical discovery. What better way to kick off a five-day 
festival in July than with one of Canada’s most brilliant bands performing a legendary album!  
 
Blue Rodeo will open the Winnipeg Folk Festival on  Wednesday,  July 6  playing all the songs 
from their 1993 album, Five Days In July, in addition to other material. Recorded as a deliberate foray 
into acoustic-based material, it proved to be one of the band's biggest critical and commercial 
successes in Canada, introducing a number of fan favorites. 
 
The festival continues with a special acoustic performance from sisters Tegan and Sara  on 
Thursday, July 7.  Born in Calgary, the sisters began playing music together in high school and 
never looked back. With ten years of touring and recording experience behind them, their melodic 
acoustics and engaging stage personas continue to charm audiences far and wide. 
 
And making a long anticipated return to the Winnipeg Folk Festival, the magnificent k.d. lang and the 
Siss Boom Bang will perform on Friday, July 8. Called one of the best singers of her generation, 
langÕs new album Sing it Loud marks her first record made entirely with a band of her own since the 
pair of albums with the Reclines that launched her career more than 20 years ago. In June, lang 
launches her first tour together with her stellar new band. 
 
Chris Frayer, Winnipeg Folk Festival's Artistic Director is happy with the way things are unfolding, 
ÒIÕm proud of the way the 2011 line-up celebrates folk music with artists that span generations and 
genres. Our audience will discover performers with a strong sense of tradition as well as those who 
are leading the new wave of folk music.Ó 
 
This yearÕs festival line-up features an eclectic mix of local, US and international artists. The 
Jayhawks  (Minnesota) have recently reunited their ÔclassicÕ line-up and continue to prove that the 
spirit of this essential American band is alive and well. The music of Little Fe at (California), with 
origins dating back to 1969, blends rock and roll, blues, folk, R&B, funk and jazz fusion influences.  
M. Ward (Oregon), considered one of AmericaÕs best roots songwriters, makes folk music cool for a 
whole new generation of listeners. For millions of fans across the US and around the world, The Del 
McCoury Band with the Preservation Hall Jazz Band (Tennessee/Louisiana) is the epitome of the 
“high and lonesome” bluegrass sound mixed with Dixieland sounds of this New Orleans institution. 
Toots and the Maytals  (Jamaica) are living legends of ska and reggae music, performing a unique 
and original combination of both genres infused with gospel, soul and rock. 
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An impressive line-up of Francophone artists from around the world will add a little ‘je ne sais quoi’ to 
the 2011 Winnipeg Folk Festival, and connect with ManitobaÕs Francophone roots. Building her style 
on raw emotion and unique blend of American folk and old Jamaican rocksteady, Caracol  (Quebec) is 
a singer-songwriter with a vintage 50's feel. Caravan Palace  (France) is a self-described ‘Žlectro-
swing groupÕ from Paris, whose first full-length album debuted in 2008. Acadian duo Chuck et Albert 
(P.E.I.) are multi-instrumentalists, great physical comics, and fluently bilingual, playing to standing 
ovations at home, across Canada and overseas.  
 
Relative newcomers Galant, tu perds ton temps  (Quebec) bring five charming female vocalists, a 
percussionist, and a unique repertoire of traditional and original a cappella folk songs. Jaune 
Touj ours  (Belgium) is a ‘kick-ass roots bandÕ with the energy of rock, the improvisation of jazz, the 
open-minded approach of world music and the eagerness of street buskers. Bookending this Franco-
infusion is Dirk Powell (Louisiana), who combines Appalachian roots with Cajun traditions, and is one 
of the most sought after keepers of traditional American music. 
 
The Winnipeg Folk Festival continually shines a light on Manitoba’s diverse and talented music scene, 
highlighting many local performers throughout the event. The Crooked Brothers play Òwell-worn, 
lonesome folk melodies,” infused with backporch blues and stomping scrapyard funk. Having topped 
Canadian college music charts before their debut album was even released, Imaginary Cities bring 
innovative, unpretentious new sounds to create a soul-based, timeless feel. The style of Oh My 
Darling  is a melting pot of musical languages, grounded by prairie roots mixed with bluegrass, 
Appalachian old time, southern twang, and Franco-folk. Twilight Hotel possesses an elusive 
chemistry and musical style that is dark, moody and rooted in some kind of nostalgic passion for 
scratchy records and vintage guitar tones. 
 

Special Birthday Tribute  to Bill Monroe  

Kentucky musician Bill Monroe is often referred to as the Ôfather of bluegrass.Õ He is credited for 
developing the unique style of music named after his band the Blue Grass Boys, and enjoyed a 
lengthy career that spanned 60 years as a singer, instrumentalist, composer and bandleader. While 
he may no longer be with us, his vivacious spirit and musical legacy is alive and thriving. Since Bill 
would have turned 100 years old in 2011, a special 100th Birthday Tribute to Bill Monroe will take 
place at the Winnipeg Folk Festival featuring Blue Grass Boys Alumni Peter Rowan and The Del 
McCoury Band .  

 
Sunday Morning Gospel Workshop  

This yearÕs Sunday morning workshop will feature Fairfield Four, Naomi Shelton & the Gospel 
Queens  and Kat Dans er. What better way to spend a sunny Sunday morning! 
 
A full list of artists is located at the end of this press release. The complete Main Stage schedule will 
be released at the end of April.  

March 19, 2011  
2011 Winnipeg Folk Festival Line-up  

   subject to change/additional artists may be announced 
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2011 WINNIPEG FOLK 
FESTIVAL LINEUP: 
 
ARTIST HOME  GENRE  
Andy White Australia/Ireland  Folk 

Annie Lou Yukon Old Time 

Beoga Ireland Celtic 
Blackie & the Rodeo Kings Ontario Roots 

Blind Pilot Oregon Indie Folk 

Blue Rodeo Ontario Roots 

Caladh Nua Ireland Celtic 
Caracol Quebec Folk 
Caravan Palace France Nouveau Hot Club 

Charlie Parr Minnesota Folk/Old Time 

Christa Couture British Columbia Folk/Singer-songwriter 

Chuck et Albert Prince Edward Island Acadian/Comedy 

Chuck Prophet California Indie Folk 

Connie Kaldor Quebec Folk 

Crooked Brothers Manitoba Folk/Roots 
Dan Crary California Folk/Blues 
Dan Mangan British Columbia Folk/Singer-songwriter 

David Wax Museum Massachusetts Folk 

Dawes California Roots/Americana 

Dirk Powell Louisiana Cajun/Appalacian 

DJ Hunnicutt Manitoba Funk/DJ 

Fairfield Four Tennessee Gospel 
Frazey Ford British Columbia Folk 

Funky METERS Louisiana Funk 

Galant, tu perds ton temps Quebec 
Contemporary French 
Traditional A Cappella 

Ganga Giri Australia World/Electronic 

Green Fools Theatre Alberta Family/Theatre 

High Strung Alberta Family/Aerial Dance 

Imaginary Cities Manitoba R&B/Indie 

Jaune Toujours Belgium Folk Rock/Roots 

Joy Kills Sorrow Massachusetts Stringband 

Kat Danser Alberta Blues/Roots 

k.d. lang and the Siss Boom Bang Alberta Folk Rock/Country 

Little Feat California  Roots/Rock 
Lucy Wainwright Roche New York Folk 

March 19, 2011  
2011 Winnipeg Folk Festival Line-up  

   subject to change/additional artists may be announced 
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M. Ward Oregon Indie/Folk 

Mama Cutsworth Manitoba Soul/DJ 
Marco Calliari Quebec/Italy Balkan 

Matt Andersen New Brunswick Blues 

Melissa McClelland Ontario Roots/Americana 

Mighty Popo Ontario World/Blues 
Minotaurs Ontario Indie/Afro-beat   
Mountain Man Vermont Indie/Folk 

Naomi Shelton & the Gospel Queens New York Gospel/Soul 

New Country Rehab Ontario Roots/Americana 

Oh My Darling Manitoba Folk/Roots 

Omar Souleyman Syria World 

Ordo Sakhna Kyrgyzstan Kyrgyz Folk 

Peter Rowan Bluegrass Band California Bluegrass 

Puppet Folk Manitoba Family/Puppet Theatre 

Ray Wylie Hubbard Texas Roots/Americana 

Samantha Crain Oklahoma Folk Rock 

Sarah Jarosz Texas  Folk 
Scott Nolan Manitoba Roots/Singer-songwriter 

Secret Agent 23 Skidoo North Carolina Kid Hop/Family 
Shane Koyczan and the Short Story 
Long British Columbia Spoken Word/Folk 

Spiro United Kingdom Contemporary British Folk  
Tegan and Sara British Columbia/Quebec Indie/Folk 

The Be Good Tanyas British Columbia Folk 
The Del McCoury Band with the 
Preservation Hall Jazz Band Tennessee/Louisiana Bluegrass/Jazz 

The Jayhawks Minnesota Folk/Rock 

The Once Newfoundland Folk 

The Secret Sisters Tennessee Folk/Americana 
Tim Robbins and the Rogues Gallery 
Band California Folk 
Tinariwen Mali Saharan Blues 

Tom Fun Orchestra Nova Scotia Indie/Rock 

Toots and the Maytals Jamaica Reggae/Ska 

Trampled by Turtles Minnesota New Grass 

Trout Fishing in America Texas Folk/Family 
Twilight Hotel Manitoba/Texas Roots 

 

The complete Main Stage schedule and additional information about workshops will be 
released at the end of April. This  line up is subject to change without notice.  
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Early Bird Tickets Now On Sale  
Tickets for the 2011 Winnipeg Folk Festival are now on sale, with Early Bird prices in effect until May 
31. Tickets are available at the Winnipeg Folk Festival Music Store, 211 Bannatyne Avenue, or 
through Ticketmaster.ca, or  (204) 780-3333, toll free 1-888-655-5354. Ticket prices and packages 
are available online at www.winnipegfolkfestival.ca.  
 

Abou t the Winnipeg Folk Festival  

www.winnipegfolkfestival.ca 

With one of North AmericaÕs premier outdoor music festivals as its signature event, the Winnipeg Folk 
Festival is a year-round, not-for-profit arts organization that presents the live music, arts events, and 
education and outreach programs designed to benefit the community. The 38th annual Winnipeg Folk 
Festival will take place July 6-10, 2011 in Birds Hill Provincial Park, Manitoba, Canada. The Winnipeg 
Folk Festival also operates a performance space and music store in the heart of WinnipegÕs historic 
Exchange District. 

 
For more information please contact: 
Margaret Koshinsky 
Manager, Marketing & Communications 
204-231-0096  
cell: 204-890-5910  
margaret@winnipegfolkfestival.ca  
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