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WINNIPEG FOLK FESTIVAL

2018 was one for the record books - the festival weekend was one of our
best years in our 44-year existence. The attendance was strong, weather was
perfect and performances were creative, engaging and diverse, an excellent
celebration of summer and folk music together at Birds Hill Provincial Park.
We also received overwhelmingly positive feedback from our community
members which has been incredibly rewarding and has inspired our work
throughout the year.

Our year-round activities again brought folk music through existing and new
partnerships and opportunities which perpetuate that positive “Folk Fest
feeling” for tens of thousands of people in our community.

We are always grateful for the ongoing support of our stakeholders and all
the people who make the festival the special place it is and will continue
to build on our successes in conjunction with our wonderful family of
volunteers, staff, board, donors, funders, sponsors, artists and audience.

Karen-Denise Cyr
Board Chair

Lynne Skromeda
Executive Director
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MISSION

Creating experiences of discovery

and learning through the

celebration of people and music

VALUES
COLLABORATION

We work with others who share our values to
achieve our goals and build something greater.
We cherish the culture of volunteerism and
generosity of spirit that are the lifeblood of the
Winnipeg Folk Festival.

CREATIVITY

We inspire and engage our community by
presenting strong and diverse talent, nurturing
creativity and promoting artistic freedom.

INCLUSIVENESS

We create environments that are welcoming,
safe, accessible and respectful. We honour
authenticity and celebrate diversity within our
community.

LEADERSHIP

As leaders within the local and national arts
community, we embrace best practices, share
our expertise and learn from the experience of
others.

SUSTAINABILITY

We respect the contributions of those who
have created our culture and organization. We
are adaptable, resilient and thrive throughout
change.

Photography by: Buio Assis, Ben Dartnell, Jean-Francois Desjardins, Chris Douglas, Matt Duboff, Jenn Kostesky,

Sean McGillivray, Dave McKnight, Chris Pellerin, David Quiring, Joey Senft, Bob Tinker



ARTISTIC VISION

Music is powerful.

It changes perceptions, inspires
imaginations, and impacts lives in a
personal and meaningful way.

Driving the evolution of folk music,

the Winnipeg Folk Festival explores

and redefines its relevance in today’s
world. By bringing together emerging
talent and well-established artists, we
influence and reshape the genre. We
create opportunities for collaboration and
spontaneity and will always push beyond
expectations.

City and Colour

WINNIPEG FOLK FEST suuy s-s. 207

P

“TAARTISTS
9 COUNTRIES
110+ HOURS OF MUSIC

"

' Peter Yarrow



HOT RIZE TRAVELLING BLUEGRASS REVUE
TAKING OVER BIG BLUESTEM

Dedicating a whole day on the Big Bluestem

stage to folk and bluegrass trailblazers drew
a big crowd on the Friday of the festival.
Artists that took to the stage were Hot Rize,
Red Knuckles and the Trailblazers, Bryan
Sutton Band, Danny Barnes & Nick Forster,
Tim O’Brien, Pete & Joan Wernick and special
guests. Award-winning guitar skills, Grammy-
nominated artists and a whole lot of banjo
had the audience enraptured all day long.
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CHOIRICHOIRICHOIR! CONCERT
The Choir!Choir!Choir! concert at
Spruce Hollow on the Friday was

an amazing chance for everyone to
come together with fellow folkies and
learn the harmonies to “Lovers In A
Dangerous Time” by Bruce Cockburn.
Groups flocked to the Spruce Hollow
stage for the opportunity to sing along
with folk legend Bruce Cockburn
himself who made an appearance

at the end of the concert to lead the
ecstatic festival crowd.

d Diyet. This worksho
oppoi’tﬁnity for the artists to
collaborate and reimagine
anadian s

™

BLUEGRASS ALBUM HOUR: SWEET
HEART OF THE RODEO BY THE BYRDS

The Bluegrass Album Hour brought
artists together on the Big Bluestem
stage to.celebrate the sixth album
by The Byrds released in 1968 titled
Sweet Heart of The Rodeo. Andrew
Combs, Leonard Podolak, Luke
Roberts, Matt Ha_e_ck,' Ih{g u,i_;lcase
Jlnket and ThHe'Small Gldﬁ:és'!_khared
songs off-this record renowned for
being the first major_codn_ﬁky rock
album released by an internationally

Al
e

successful rockact.

DUB STEP POW WOW
PRESENTED BY DIGITAL DRUM

The Spruce Hollow stage was
booming on Saturday afternoon with
the Dub Step Pow Wow workshop
featuring DJ Shub and Cris Derksen
Trio. They were accompanied by jaw-
dropping hoop dancers that wowed
the crowd. It was a workshop that
celebrated traditional Indigenous
songs with a contemporary twist
which got everyone in the crowd up
on their feet!



* Seven free In The City
festival style workshops at the
Millennium Library featuring
music by Winnipeg’s greatest
singer-songwriters.

* Collaborated with the Winnipeg

Free Press and Manitoba Music R
on the Sunday Brunch Collective / el
initiative by presenting Young - sall =
~ Performers Program alumni ~ /

Roman Clarke, Nic Dyson, Katie
MacDonald, Mika Dawn, Haitia,
Erika Fowler and Olivia Lunny.

* Open Mics co-promoted with
Manitoba Music at The Handsome
Daughter.

* Seven free Folk For Families
shows at the Millennium Library
with local children’s musicians
where families can sing along
and dance.

FOLK FEST AT 510

The summer of 2017 saw a new lunch time series Folk Fest at 510 highlighting 12 artists from our 2017

Mika Dawn

Stingray Young Performers Program. The series opened with Carly Dow a former Stingray Young
Performer herself who in 2017 became a part of the main Winnipeg Folk Fest lineup. The other 11
performers from the program had the opportunity to also share their music with a city crowd.



Newcomer Crew

Since 2010, this program has provided
training and support to volunteers who are
new Canadians. We were thrilled to have
six youth and 13 adult volunteers join our
team in 2017.

Guest
For

Guest for a Day

We welcomed 500 people from 30 not-
for-profit organizations to the festival as
part of our Guest for a Day program. This
is our ninth year operating this program
that offers a day at the festival free of
charge with transportation, meals and a
guided tour.
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Stingray Young Performers Program

The Stingray Young Performers Program
provides musicians between the ages of
14 and 24 with the opportunity to work
on their music with festival artists and
perform their songs and what they’ve
learned on Shady Grove stage in front
of a festival audience. Forty musicians
were hand-picked by a jury to work
with JD Edwards (The Small Glories),
Joey Landreth, Chris Luedecke (Old Man
Luedecke), Cara Luft (The Small Glories)
and Aoife O’Donovan. Since 2000, the
program has seen numerous artists go
on to have successful music careers and
some who have gone on to play as a part
of the Winnipeg Folk Fest main lineup
such as Crooked Brothers, Del Barber,
Daniel Champagne, Cara Luft, Kacy &
Clayton, Slow Leaves, Sweet Alibi and
Brandy Zdan and members of The Bros.
Landreth, The Duhks, Oh My Darling and
Red Moon Road.

Folk School

Our Folk School offers opportunities for
people to learn music in a group setting
and connect through song. The ever-
popular ukulele classes were offered
again in 2017 as well as mandolin, a class
that taught acoustic guitar flatpicking
technique and another about the three-
finger banjo technique.




Volunteers receiving milestone recognitions

* Partnership Award with Birds Hill Provincial Park at the Manitoba Tourism Awards
* #4 on BizBash Top 100 Events in Canada - Music Event

* Listed in Chicago Tribune’s article “What to see in 2018: Big events in the new year”

GLASS BANJO

The Glass Banjo Award honours people who have made extraordinary contributions to the
Winnipeg Folk Festival. In 2017, we presented our Glass Banjo Awards on Main Stage to long-time
volunteer Bob Martin and Hand-Made Village artisans Firebugs, Redd Line Jewellery and ZAM!!.
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« Overall waste (landfill, recycling, compost) by attendee was down 2% compared to 2016 for a total of 2.04 Ibs. per attendee

e Mixed recycling in the campground increased by 60% from 2016

* Partnered with Government of Manitoba Sustainable Development - Urban Forestry and Peatland Division to hand out 5,760
white spruce saplings to patrons throughout the weekend. A single mature tree can sequester up to 48 Ibs. of CO2!

* Partnered with Winnipeg Harvest to run a can collection in the campground at the end of the weekend. We collected 9l Ibs.

of food that could have otherwise ended up in our waste streams!

WINNIPEG FOLK FESTIVAL'S
INAUGURAL ONLINE CHARITY AUCTION

From November 17 to 24, we presented our very first Online Charity Auction, raising over
$20,920 in total. The auction featured incredible prizes and experiences including a Churchill
adventure for two, a Falcon Trails Resort getaway, a staycation package and more. Proceeds
of this initiative go towards creating incredible opportunities for up-and-coming musicians
in the Young Performers Program and offering life-changing Folk Fest experiences to Guest
for a Day participants.
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THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS

As a charitable, non-profit arts organization, the Winnipeg Folk Festival is
extremely grateful to our donors, funders and sponsors who ensure we deliver
a world-class musical experience and a sustainable ‘home’ for our Folk Fest
community. Your continued support and goodwill becomes part of the shared

energy that makes our festival a distinctively Manitoban experience.

Thank you!

“Assiniboine Credit Union has been a proud partner
of Winnipeg Folk Festival for over 20 years. Our
shared values and focus on building vibrant
communities is why our partnership has been so
resilient over the years. Together with Winnipeg Folk
Festival we are able to do more for our members,
more for our employees, more for our community,

and more for our planet!”
-Jennifer Mullen-Berube, EVP and Chief Brand &
Innovation Officer, Assiniboine Credit Union
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ANNUAL DONORS FEBRUARY 1. 2017 - JANUARY 31, 2018

$10,000 + Eric & Sheila Hayes Jim & Arlene Robinson
Mantoba Liquor & Lotteries on behalf of the Irs Reimer Jon Singleton & Barbara Hibert
Friesen Family Jane & David Frayer Josh Viasveld

Karen Hurst

$5,000 - $9,999
Paguin Entertainment Group

Karla Ferguson & Sean McManus
Kelly McArthur
Kelvin Seifert & Barbara Fuller

Karen Dana & Harry Havey
Karen-Denise Cyr & John McLennan
Kathleen Kerr

Kathy & Rollin Penner

$1,000 - $4,999 Lynne Skromeda Keli Adams Wityk
Alcom Electronic Communications Mark Etkin & Gloria Rathwell Kirsten Earl McCorrister
Alex & Chery Yaworski Marlene Stern Linda Freed
Arthur J. Gallagher Canada Limited Mike & Kathy Baudic Linda Cubbidge
David Strang & Kristel van Ineveld NoreenMian Linda A. Harlos & Adrian Wildsmith
Gail Asper , 0.C., 0.M, LL.D. & Michael Paterson Paul, Lisa & Abigail Laporte Lisa Fraser
James Tepper Red River Co-op Lisa Holowchuk & Brad Park
Kristine Betker & Eric Kananoja Stephen Brodovsky & France Adams Lisa Kanski
Lea Marc Inc. Lissa Donner
The Sensible Shoes Foundation $50- $249 Margaret Semple
Wawanesa Mutual Insurance Co. Amanda Wilson Mark & Zoe Simkin
Andrea Burgoyne Michael & Shannon Moffatt
$500- $999 Barbara Bowen Michelle Bailes
Glen Finch Barbara Wiktorowicz Morgan Hamill & Damon Mitchell
Gord Flaten Better Than Baba's Murray & Gail Singer
John Young Bill & Pat Reid Myrna Lattanzi
Katarina Kupca Bab & Karen McManus Nancy Nolan
Larry Kimacovich Bryan & Berni Harley Nancy & Kurt Clyde
Lorne Mack & CindyMarie Small C.Patricia Sale Nichole Riese
Magnus LLP Chartered Accountants Charlyene Cosens Oly Backstrom & Laura Boldt
Marcelle & Carl Hochheim Christine Kennedy & Michael Sharpe Pat Scott
Sigurdson Financial Group Inc. Christopher Papageorge Pat & Hugh Armstrong
Stantec Colleen McKenty Ramona Mattix
Tara Regiec Cora Shacter Ron Bailey
Ted Bock & Liane Chalmers-Bock Darcie Wadelius Ron Fromstein
Trudy Schroeder & Norman Dyck Doug & Sandra Holmes Rosemary Chambers & Glenn Joynt
Yvonne Peters & Howard Miller Elizabeth Tyndal Rowena Lunn
Elen Kruger ! Ryan & Collette Wakshinski
$250 - $499 Ethan Poskanzer & Judy Nisenholt Sandy Popham
Adam Pawlikewich Frantic Films Shaleem Hosein
Benita Cohen Gayle Robertson Shawna Moodie
Billy Brodovsky & Libhy Yager Georgia Kerr & Duzne Cheskey Shirley Canty
Chris Frayer & Miriam Jezik Ginette Lavack Walters Simba Safari Gril
Dana Moffatt Helene & David Sward Terry Sargeant & Margaret Haney

Daniel Levin & Lilian Bonin
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Hilarie McMurray

Thomas Garreft
Trish Steadman & Rob Frankllin

FRIENDS

Battlefield Equipment

CAA

Falcon Trails Resort
Frontiers North Adventures
Golfdale Enterprises

Green Bean Coffee Imports
Jim Pattison Subaru Winnipeg
King’s Transfer

Long & McQuade

Manitoba Canola Growers
Manitoba Film & Music
Manitoba Music

Manitoba Teachers’ Society
Mom’s Pantry

Norwood Hotel

Omar’s Environments LTD.
Red River Co-op

Richlu

Ticketmaster

U Need Space

“We are a three generation ‘Festival
Family that looks forward to enjoying
one amazing weekend each year at Birds
Hill Park. We've shared so much with
each other, the performers and friends
at Folk Fest. We know our gift makes a
difference and we want to ensure the
music never stops.”

- Arlene and Jim Robinson, donors




MAGNUS LLP

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON THE SUMMARY FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

To the Members of
The Winnipeg Centennial Folk Festival Inc.

Report on the Summary Financial Statements

The accompanying summary financial statements of The Winnipeg Centennial Folk Festival Inc., which
comprise the summary statement of financial position as at January 31, 2018, the summary statement of
operations and the summary statement of changes in net assets for the year then ended, and related
note disclosure, are derived from the audited financial statements of The Winnipeg Centennial Folk
Festival Inc. for the year ended January 31, 2018 prepared in accordance with Canadian accounting
standards for not-for-profit organizations. We expressed a qualified audit opinion on those financial
statements in our report dated April 4, 2018 (see below).

The summary financial statements do not contain all the disclosures required by Canadian accounting
standards for not-for-profit organizations applied in the preparation of the audited financial statements of
The Winnipeg Centennial Folk Festival Inc. Reading the summary financial statements, therefore, is not
a substitute for reading the audited financial statements of The Winnipeg Centennial Folk Festival Inc.

Management's Responsibility for the Summary Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation of a summary of the audited financial statements on the
basis described in Note 1 to the summary financial statements.

Auditor's Responsibility

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the summary financial statements based on our
procedures, which were conducted in accordance with Canadian Auditing Standard (CAS) 810,
Engagements to Report on Summary Financial Statements.

Opinion

In our opinion, the summary financial statements derived from the audited financial statements of The
Winnipeg Centennial Folk Festival inc. for the year ended January 31, 2018 are a fair summary of those
financial statements on the basis described in Note 1 to the summary financial statements. However, the

summary financial statements are subject to the equivalent scope limitation as the audited financial
statements of The Winnipeg Centennial Folk Festival Inc. for the year ended January 31, 2018.

The scope limitation on the audited financial statements of The Winnipeg Centennial Folk Festival Inc. is
described in our basis for qualified opinion in our report dated April 4, 2018. Our qualified audit opinion is
based on the fact that, in common with many charitable organizations, the completeness of donations
and fundraising revenues are not susceptible to satisfactory audit verification. Accordingly, our
verification of these revenues was limited to the amounts recorded in the records of the organization and
we were not able to determine whether any adjustments might be necessary to donations and fundraising
revenue, excess revenue, deferred revenue, deferred contributions, deferred capital contributions and net
assets for the years ended January 31, 2018 and 2017. Our qualified audit opinion states that, except for
the possibie effects of the described matter, the audited financial statements present fairly, in all material
respects, the financial position of The Winnipeg Centennial Folk Festival Inc. as at January 31, 2018, and
the results of its operations and its cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with Canadian
accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations.

April 4, 2018
Winnipeg, Canada Chartered Professional Accountants




THE WINNIPEG CENTENNIAL FOLK FESTIVAL INC.

Summary Statement of Financial Position
January 31, 2018

2018 2017
Assets
Current assets:
Cash $ 1,176,460 $ 813,436
Accounts receivable 328,754 238,360
Government remittances recoverable - 2,375
Assets to be transferred - 427,083
Prepaid expenses and deposits 32,345 136,861
1,537,559 1,618,115
Capital assets 3,773,370 4,208,639
$ 5,310,929 $ 5,826,754
Liabilities and Net Assets
Current liabilities:
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities $ 71,334 $ 89,846
Government remittances payable 16,648 -
Deferred revenue 178,620 197,033
Deferred contributions 40,000 40,000
Obligation for assets to be transferred - 427,083
Loan payable 164,061 204,939
470,663 958,901
Deferred capital contributions 2,614,510 2,874,500
3,085,173 3,833,401
Net assets:
Invested in capital assets 994,799 1,129,200
Internally restricted 259,271 102,293
Unrestricted 971,686 761,860
2,225,756 1,993,353
$ 5,310,929 $ 5,826,754

See accompanying note to the summary financial statements.

APPROVED ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD:

Director

. f AL Director




THE WINNIPEG CENTENNIAL FOLK FESTIVAL INC.

Summary Statement of Operations
Year ended January 31, 2018

2018 2017
Revenue:
Grants and contributions $ 528,243 $ 520,130
Sales and other revenue:
Summer festival 3,305,348 2,789,585
Concert series and community programs 347,023 533,652
Resource development 832,099 787,117
Administrative and other 150,782 30,385
Interest on endowment funds 52,904 45,915
4,688,156 4,186,654
Total revenue 5,216,399 4,706,784
Cost of sales 218,075 205,868
Gross profit 4,998,324 4,500,916
Expenses:
Summer festival 2,594,570 2,431,367
Concert series and community programs 284,841 463,686
Resource development 528,189 437,971
Administrative 1,345,821 1,368,255
Other 12,500 11,889
4,765,921 4,713,168
Excess (deficiency) of revenue over expenses $ 232,403 $ (212,252)

See accompanying note to the summary financial statements.



THE WINNIPEG CENTENNIAL FOLK FESTIVAL INC.
Summary Statement of Changes in Net Assets
Year ended January 31, 2018

Invested in Internally
capital assets  restricted

Total Total

Unrestricted 2018 2017

Net assets, beginning of year $ 1,129,200 $ 102,293

(Deficiency) excess of

3

761,860 $ 1,993,353 § 2,205,605

revenue over expenses (180,473) 6,978 405,898 232,403 (212,252)
Net investment in capital assets 46,072 - (46,072) - -
Transfer - 150,000 (150,000) - -
Net assets, end of year $ 994799 §$ 259271 $ 971686 $ 2225756 $ 1,993,353

See accompanying note to the summary financial statements.



THE WINNIPEG CENTENNIAL FOLK FESTIVAL INC.

Note to Summary Financial Statements
Year ended January 31, 2018

1.

Basis of presentation

The summary financial statements have been prepared from the audited financial statements of The
Winnipeg Centennial Folk Festival Inc. for the year ended January 31, 2018. The audited financial
statements have been prepared in accordance with Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit
organizations. The criteria applied in the preparation of the summary financial statements are that the
summary financial statements include the major operating activity totals and subtotals derived from
the audited financial statements.

The audited financial statements of The Winnipeg Centennial Folk Festival Inc. for the year ended
January 31, 2018 and the independent auditor's report thereon are available by contacting the
organization's head office located at 203-211 Bannatyne Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba.



THIS DOCUMENT IS PRINTED ON
100% RECYCLED PAPER.

,203-211 Bannatyne Avenue

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 3P2 i :
T: 204-231-0096 I -

F: 204-231-0076 -,
info@winnipegfolkfestival.ca




