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2018 was one for the record books - the festival weekend was one of our 
best years in our 44-year existence. The attendance was strong, weather was 
perfect and performances were creative, engaging and diverse, an excellent 
celebration of summer and folk music together at Birds Hill Provincial Park. 
We also received overwhelmingly positive feedback from our community 
members which has been incredibly rewarding and has inspired our work 
throughout the year. 

Our year-round activities again brought folk music through existing and new 
partnerships and opportunities which perpetuate that positive “Folk Fest 
feeling” for tens of thousands of people in our community. 

We are always grateful for the ongoing support of our stakeholders and all 
the people who make the festival the special place it is and will continue 
to build on our successes in conjunction with our wonderful family of 
volunteers, staff, board, donors, funders, sponsors, artists and audience.

 

Karen-Denise Cyr               
Board Chair        	              

Lynne Skromeda
Executive Director

Photography by: Buio Assis, Ben Dartnell, Jean-Francois Desjardins, Chris Douglas, Matt Duboff, Jenn Kostesky, 
Sean McGillivray, Dave McKnight, Chris Pellerin, David Quiring, Joey Senft, Bob Tinker

Creating experiences of discovery 
and learning through the 
celebration of people and music
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Collaboration
We work with others who share our values to 
achieve our goals and build something greater. 
We cherish the culture of volunteerism and 
generosity of spirit that are the lifeblood of the 
Winnipeg Folk Festival.

Creativity 
We inspire and engage our community by 
presenting strong and diverse talent, nurturing 
creativity and promoting artistic freedom.

Inclusiveness
We create environments that are welcoming, 
safe, accessible and respectful. We honour 
authenticity and celebrate diversity within our 
community.

Leadership
As leaders within the local and national arts 
community, we embrace best practices, share 
our expertise and learn from the experience of 
others.

Sustainability
We respect the contributions of those who 
have created our culture and organization. We 
are adaptable, resilient and thrive throughout 
change.
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Winnipeg Folk Fest July 6-9, 2017 

Artistic Vision 
Music is powerful.
It changes perceptions, inspires 
imaginations, and impacts lives in a 
personal and meaningful way.

Driving the evolution of folk music, 
the Winnipeg Folk Festival explores 
and redefines its relevance in today’s 
world. By bringing together emerging 
talent and well-established artists, we 
influence and reshape the genre. We 
create opportunities for collaboration and 
spontaneity and will always push beyond 
expectations. Brandi Carlile

Peter YarrowCity and Colour

74 Artists
9 Countries

110+ hours of music

100 Mile House
Andrew Combs
Aoife O’Donovan
Arum Rae
Barenaked Ladies
Begonia
Big Thief
Bon Débarras
Brandi Carlile
Bruce Cockburn
Bryan Sutton and David Grier
Bubba B The MC
Camper Van Beethoven
Carly Dow
Carmanah
Castlemoon Theatre
Chali 2na & The House of Vibe
Charlotte Cardin
Choir!Choir!Choir!
Christopher Paul Stelling
City and Colour
Clinton St. John
Cracker
Cris Derksen Trio
Cécile Doo-Kingué
DJ Shub
DakhaBrakha
Damien Jurado
Daniel Lanois
Desi Sub Culture
Diyet
Double the Trouble
Esmé Patterson
Feist
Foy Vance
Graham Parker Duo feat. Brinsley 
Schwarz
Hot Rize
Jayme Stone’s Folklife
Joey Landreth
John K. Samson & The Winter Wheat
John Paul White
Jonah Blacksmith
Leonard Podolak
Luke Roberts
MarchFourth
Margaret Glaspy
Marisa Anderson
Matt Haeck
Mbongwana Star
Mohsin Zaman
Mr Mark
Murder By Death
Mélisande [électrotrad]
Nick Forster & Danny Barnes
Old Man Luedecke
Paper Bird
Paul McKenna
Pete & Joan Wernick
Peter Yarrow
RURA
Red Knuckles and the Trailblazers
Richard Inman
Seanster and the Monsters
Sun K
Ten Strings and a Goat Skin
The Felice Brothers
The Shins
The Small Glories
The Suitcase Junket
The Swinging Belles
Tim O’Brien
Twain
Wesli

2017 PERFORMERS
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Hot Rize Travelling Bluegrass Revue 
taking over Big Bluestem 
Dedicating a whole day on the Big Bluestem 

stage to folk and bluegrass trailblazers drew 

a big crowd on the Friday of the festival. 

Artists that took to the stage were Hot Rize, 

Red Knuckles and the Trailblazers, Bryan 

Sutton Band, Danny Barnes & Nick Forster, 

Tim O’Brien, Pete & Joan Wernick and special 

guests. Award-winning guitar skills, Grammy-

nominated artists and a whole lot of banjo 

had the audience enraptured all day long.

Festival Highlights 

Canada Far & Wide: 
Grands Esprits 
presented by canada council & APTN
Canada Far & Wide: Grands Esprits 
was a special Canada 150 project 
that took place at Bur Oak on the 
Saturday of the Festival. Crowds 
across Western Canada saw the core 
touring group Cris Derksen, DJ Shub, 
Choir!Choir!Choir! and Mélisande 
[électrotrad]. At the Winnipeg Folk 
Fest, they were joined by Charlotte 
Cardin, Cécile Doo-Kingué, Old Man 
Luedecke and Diyet. This workshop 
was an opportunity for the artists to 
celebrate, collaborate and reimagine 
a variety of Canadian songs.

Choir!Choir!Choir! Concert
The Choir!Choir!Choir! concert at 

Spruce Hollow on the Friday was 

an amazing chance for everyone to 

come together with fellow folkies and 

learn the harmonies to “Lovers In A 

Dangerous Time” by Bruce Cockburn. 

Groups flocked to the Spruce Hollow 

stage for the opportunity to sing along 

with folk legend Bruce Cockburn 

himself who made an appearance 

at the end of the concert to lead the 

ecstatic festival crowd.

WINNIPEG FOLK FESTIVAL  2017–18 ANNUAL REPORT 

Dub Step Pow Wow
presented by digital drum

The Spruce Hollow stage was 

booming on Saturday afternoon with 

the Dub Step Pow Wow workshop 

featuring DJ Shub and Cris Derksen 

Trio. They were accompanied by jaw-

dropping hoop dancers that wowed 

the crowd. It was a workshop that 

celebrated traditional Indigenous 

songs with a contemporary twist 

which got everyone in the crowd up 

on their feet! 

Bluegrass Album Hour: Sweet 
Heart Of The Rodeo by The Byrds
The Bluegrass Album Hour brought 

artists together on the Big Bluestem 

stage to celebrate the sixth album 

by The Byrds released in 1968 titled 

Sweet Heart of The Rodeo. Andrew 

Combs, Leonard Podolak, Luke 

Roberts, Matt Haeck, The Suitcase 

Junket and The Small Glories shared 

songs off this record renowned for 

being the first major country rock 

album released by an internationally 

successful rock act.
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Benjamin Francis Leftwich with Brolly & Leaf Rapids

Parsonsfield with Nation of Two*

Ben Caplan & The Casual Smokers with Jaxon Haldane

Joey Landreth: The Whiskey Tour with Keisha Booker*

Rose Cousins with Erin Costello

Bill & Joel Plaskett with special guests Mayhemingways

Randy McAllister with Hooch and the Howlers

Jenn Grant with Jenny Berkel

Bobby Bazini with Gabrielle Shonk

Harpoonist & The Axe Murderer with Ryan McNally*

San Fermin with Low Roar

Timber Timbre with The Wooden Sky

Colter Wall with John Clay

The Hooten Hallers

Amelia Curran

The Head and the Heart with Courtney Marie Andrews

Elliott Brood with Jaxon Haldane

The Cave Singers with Chris Cheveyo

Austra with Ela Minus

The New Pornographers with Born Ruffians

Whitehorse with Terra Lightfoot

Martha Wainwright with Mappe Of 

William Prince with Justin Lacroix*

Nomadic Massive with ALFA

Current Swell with Close Talker

Corb Lund with Mike Plume*

New Constellations: Nation(s)wide Tour of Music & Arts*

Colter Wall with Blake Berglund*

Choir!Choir!Choir!

Funk Hunters - Funk The Halls*

JP Hoe Hoe Hoe Holiday Show

John Gorka

Chad VanGaalen with Mauno*

Desi Sub Culture with DJ Khanvict

*indicates sold out

CONCERT 
SERIES

35 CONCERTS AT 6 VENUES 
ACROSS THE CITY

Hear All Year  
Free Community Music

FOLK FEST AT 510
The summer of 2017 saw a new lunch time series Folk Fest at 510 highlighting 12 artists from our 2017 
Stingray Young Performers Program. The series opened with Carly Dow a former Stingray Young 
Performer herself who in 2017 became a part of the main Winnipeg Folk Fest lineup. The other 11 
performers from the program had the opportunity to also share their music with a city crowd.

William Prince

• Seven free In The City 
festival style workshops at the 
Millennium Library featuring 
music by Winnipeg’s greatest 
singer-songwriters. 

• Collaborated with the Winnipeg 
Free Press and Manitoba Music 
on the Sunday Brunch Collective 
initiative by presenting Young 
Performers Program alumni 
Roman Clarke, Nic Dyson, Katie 
MacDonald, Mika Dawn, Haitia, 
Erika Fowler and Olivia Lunny. 

• Open Mics co-promoted with 
Manitoba Music at The Handsome 
Daughter. 

• Seven free Folk For Families 
shows at the Millennium Library 
with local children’s musicians 
where families can sing along 
and dance.

Mika Dawn
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Community Programs 

Benjamin Francis Leftwich with Brolly & Leaf Rapids

Parsonsfield with Nation of Two*

Ben Caplan & The Casual Smokers with Jaxon Haldane

Joey Landreth: The Whiskey Tour with Keisha Booker*

Rose Cousins with Erin Costello

Bill & Joel Plaskett with special guests Mayhemingways

Randy McAllister with Hooch and the Howlers

Jenn Grant with Jenny Berkel

Bobby Bazini with Gabrielle Shonk

Harpoonist & The Axe Murderer with Ryan McNally*

San Fermin with Low Roar

Timber Timbre with The Wooden Sky

Colter Wall with John Clay

The Hooten Hallers

Amelia Curran

The Head and the Heart with Courtney Marie Andrews

Elliott Brood with Jaxon Haldane

The Cave Singers with Chris Cheveyo

Austra with Ela Minus

The New Pornographers with Born Ruffians

Whitehorse with Terra Lightfoot

Martha Wainwright with Mappe Of 

William Prince with Justin Lacroix*

Nomadic Massive with ALFA

Current Swell with Close Talker

Corb Lund with Mike Plume*

New Constellations: Nation(s)wide Tour of Music & Arts*

Colter Wall with Blake Berglund*

Choir!Choir!Choir!

Funk Hunters - Funk The Halls*

JP Hoe Hoe Hoe Holiday Show

John Gorka

Chad VanGaalen with Mauno*

Desi Sub Culture with DJ Khanvict

*indicates sold out

CONCERT 
SERIES

35 CONCERTS AT 6 VENUES 
ACROSS THE CITY

Stingray Young Performers Program
The Stingray Young Performers Program 
provides musicians between the ages of 
14 and 24 with the opportunity to work 
on their music with festival artists and 
perform their songs and what they’ve 
learned on Shady Grove stage in front 
of a festival audience. Forty musicians 
were hand-picked by a jury to work 
with JD Edwards (The Small Glories), 
Joey Landreth, Chris Luedecke (Old Man 
Luedecke), Cara Luft (The Small Glories) 
and Aoife O’Donovan. Since 2000, the 
program has seen numerous artists go 
on to have successful music careers and 
some who have gone on to play as a part 
of the Winnipeg Folk Fest main lineup 
such as Crooked Brothers, Del Barber, 
Daniel Champagne, Cara Luft, Kacy & 
Clayton, Slow Leaves, Sweet Alibi and 
Brandy Zdan and members of The Bros. 
Landreth, The Duhks, Oh My Darling and 
Red Moon Road. 

Folk School
Our Folk School offers opportunities for 
people to learn music in a group setting 
and connect through song. The ever-
popular ukulele classes were offered 
again in 2017 as well as mandolin, a class 
that taught acoustic guitar flatpicking 
technique and another about the three-
finger banjo technique. 

Newcomer Crew
Since 2010, this program has provided 
training and support to volunteers who are 
new Canadians. We were thrilled to have 
six youth and 13 adult volunteers join our 
team in 2017. 

Guest for a Day
We welcomed 500 people from 30 not-
for-profit organizations to the festival as 
part of our Guest for a Day program. This 
is our ninth year operating this program 
that offers a day at the festival free of 
charge with transportation, meals and a 
guided tour. 
 

Mentor Cara Luft with Stingray Young Performers

WINNIPEG FOLK FESTIVAL  2017–18 ANNUAL REPORT 
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• Partnership Award with Birds Hill Provincial Park at the Manitoba Tourism Awards

• #4 on BizBash Top 100 Events in Canada - Music Event

• Listed in Chicago Tribune’s article “What to see in 2018: Big events in the new year”

“The work was fun and we were 
treated exceptionally well as 
volunteers. Very proud to be part 
of such an amazing community 
and event!”    - Folk Fest Volunteer

2,769 
volunteers

 
129 

coordinators and assistant 
coordinators

 
722 

first-time volunteers
 

61 
crews

53 festival, 8 year-round 
including a volunteer board Glass Banjo

The Glass Banjo Award honours people who have made extraordinary contributions to the 
Winnipeg Folk Festival. In 2017, we presented our Glass Banjo Awards on Main Stage to long-time 
volunteer Bob Martin and Hand-Made Village artisans Firebugs, Redd Line Jewellery and ZAM!!.

Celebrations
Milestones

We are honoured and proud to have 
so many committed volunteers!

40 Years
Marcel Carignan

Karen Dana
Debbie Hurrell
Ann La Touche
Mark Peikoff

30 Years
Willow Emberhawk

20 Years
Jacob Beaudry
Brian Clement

Chantelle Cotton
Cheryl Grossman

Brenda Gatien
Cathie Gold

Lynne Langdon
Lesley McMaster
Jim Palmquist

Betty Mae Peikoff
Tanya Schulz
Blair Simpson

Sandra Waddle
Margaret Wiens

Volunteers receiving milestone recognitions
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2017 Environmental Highlights

Winnipeg Folk Festival’s 
Inaugural Online Charity Auction

2,769 
volunteers

 
129 

coordinators and assistant 
coordinators

 
722 

first-time volunteers
 

61 
crews

53 festival, 8 year-round 
including a volunteer board 

From November 17 to 24, we presented our very first Online Charity Auction, raising over 
$20,920 in total. The auction featured incredible prizes and experiences including a Churchill 
adventure for two, a Falcon Trails Resort getaway, a staycation package and more. Proceeds 
of this initiative go towards creating incredible opportunities for up-and-coming musicians 
in the Young Performers Program and offering life-changing Folk Fest experiences to Guest 
for a Day participants.

WINNIPEG FOLK FESTIVAL  2017–18 ANNUAL REPORT 

• Overall waste (landfill, recycling, compost) by attendee was down 2% compared to 2016 for a total of 2.04 lbs. per attendee

• Mixed recycling in the campground increased by 60% from 2016

• Partnered with Government of Manitoba Sustainable Development – Urban Forestry and Peatland Division to hand out 5,760 	

   white spruce saplings to patrons throughout the weekend. A single mature tree can sequester up to 48 lbs. of CO2!

• Partnered with Winnipeg Harvest to run a can collection in the campground at the end of the weekend. We collected 91 lbs. 	

   of food that could have otherwise ended up in our waste streams!
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SUPPORTERS TAVERN

FUNDERS

$10,000 +
Mantoba Liquor & Lotteries on behalf of the 
Friesen Family

$5,000 – $9,999
Paquin Entertainment Group

$1,000 – $4,999
Alcom Electronic Communications
Alex &  Chery Yaworski
Arthur J. Gallagher Canada Limited
David Strang & Kristel van Ineveld
Gail Asper , O.C., O.M., LL.D. & Michael Paterson
James Tepper
Kristine Betker & Eric Kananoja
Lea Marc Inc. 
The Sensible Shoes Foundation
Wawanesa Mutual Insurance Co.

$500 - $999
Glen Finch
Gord Flaten
John Young
Katarina Kupca
Larry Kimacovich
Lorne Mack & CindyMarie Small
Magnus LLP Chartered Accountants
Marcelle & Carl Hochheim
Sigurdson Financial Group Inc.
Stantec
Tara Regiec
Ted Bock & Liane Chalmers-Bock
Trudy Schroeder & Norman Dyck
Yvonne Peters & Howard Miller

$250 - $499
Adam Pawlikewich
Benita Cohen
Billy Brodovsky & Libby Yager
Chris Frayer & Miriam Jezik
Dana Moffatt
Daniel Levin & Lilian Bonin

Annual Donors February 1, 2017 – January 31, 2018 Friends
Eric & Sheila Hayes
Iris Reimer
Jane & David Frayer
Karen Hurst
Karla Ferguson & Sean McManus
Kelly McArthur
Kelvin Seifert & Barbara Fuller
Lynne Skromeda
Mark Etkin & Gloria Rathwell
Marlene Stern
Mike & Kathy Baudic
Noreen Mian
Paul, Lisa & Abigail Laporte
Red River Co-op
Stephen Brodovsky & France Adams

$50 - $249
Amanda Wilson
Andrea Burgoyne
Barbara Bowen
Barbara Wiktorowicz
Better Than Baba’s
Bill & Pat Reid
Bob & Karen McManus
Bryan & Berni Harley
C.Patricia Sale
Charlyene Cosens
Christine Kennedy & Michael Sharpe
Christopher Papageorge
Colleen McKenty
Cora Shacter
Darcie Wadelius
Doug & Sandra Holmes
Elizabeth Tyndall
Ellen Kruger
Ethan Poskanzer & Judy Nisenholt
Frantic Films
Gayle Robertson
Georgia Kerr & Duane Cheskey
Ginette Lavack Walters
Helene & David Sward
Hilarie McMurray

Thank You to Our Supporters
 As a charitable, non-profit arts organization, the Winnipeg Folk Festival is 

extremely grateful to our donors, funders and sponsors who ensure we deliver 

a world-class musical experience and a sustainable ‘home’ for our Folk Fest 

community. Your continued support and goodwill becomes part of the shared 

energy that makes our festival a distinctively Manitoban experience. 

Thank you!

“Assiniboine Credit Union has been a proud partner 
of Winnipeg Folk Festival for over 20 years.  Our 
shared values and focus on building vibrant 
communities is why our partnership has been so 
resilient over the years. Together with Winnipeg Folk 
Festival we are able to do more for our members, 
more for our employees, more for our community, 
and more for our planet!”

-Jennifer Mullen-Berube, EVP and Chief Brand & 

Innovation Officer, Assiniboine Credit Union

“We are a three generation ‘Festival 
Family’ that looks forward to enjoying 
one amazing weekend each year at Birds 
Hill Park.  We’ve shared so much with 
each other, the performers and friends 
at Folk Fest.  We know our gift makes a 
difference and we want to ensure the 
music never stops.”

- Arlene and Jim Robinson, donors

Jim & Arlene Robinson
Jon Singleton & Barbara Hiebert
Josh Vlasveld
Karen Dana & Harry Havey
Karen-Denise Cyr & John McLennan
Kathleen Kerr
Kathy & Rollin Penner
Kelli Adams Wityk
Kirsten Earl McCorrister
Linda Freed
Linda Cubbidge
Linda A. Harlos & Adrian Wildsmith
Lisa Fraser
Lisa Holowchuk & Brad Park
Lisa Kanski
Lissa Donner
Margaret Semple
Mark & Zoe Simkin
Michael & Shannon Moffatt
Michelle Bailes
Morgan Hamill & Damon Mitchell
Murray & Gail Singer
Myrna Lattanzi
Nancy Nolan
Nancy & Kurt Clyde
Nichole Riese
Oly Backstrom & Laura Boldt
Pat Scott
Pat & Hugh Armstrong
Ramona Mattix
Ron Bailey
Ron Fromstein
Rosemary Chambers & Glenn Joynt
Rowena Lunn
Ryan & Collette Wakshinski
Sandy Popham
Shaleem Hosein
Shawna Moodie
Shirley Canty
Simba Safari Grill
Terry Sargeant & Margaret Haney
Thomas Garrett
Trish Steadman & Rob Frankllin

Battlefield Equipment
CAA
Falcon Trails Resort
Frontiers North Adventures
Golfdale Enterprises
Green Bean Coffee Imports
Jim Pattison Subaru Winnipeg
King’s Transfer
Long & McQuade
Manitoba Canola Growers
Manitoba Film & Music
Manitoba Music
Manitoba Teachers’ Society
Mom’s Pantry
Norwood Hotel
Omar’s Environments LTD.
Red River Co-op
Richlu
Ticketmaster
U Need Space

INVESTORS PARTNERS

SOUND ART

PMS: 2925 PMS: 3005
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Friends
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203-211 Bannatyne Avenue
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 3P2
T: 204-231-0096
F: 204-231-0076
info@winnipegfolkfestival.ca					      WINNIPEGFOLKFESTIVAL.CA
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