
FOLK SCHOOL – `UKULELE CLASSES (3 Levels) 
Course descriptions 
 
Course Name:    `Ukulele I – Beginner Level -“Which End Is The Handle?” 
Level:     “Absolute Beginner” up to “I Know Three Chords” 
Instructor:   Kate Ferris 
Dates:    Ten Classes, beginning Thurs.  Oct. 04 and ending Thurs. Dec. 06, 2018 
   Thursdays - Oct. 04, 11, 18, 25, Nov. 01, 08, 15, 22, 29, Dec. 06 
Time:   7:00 – 9:00 pm 
Location:  The Folk Exchange 
Age:   15 + 
Note:   We will be working in “G” tuning (G-C-E-A); soprano, concert & tenor ukuleles;  
   (Material is not arranged for baritone ukulele, which is tuned differently.)  
   All students are expected to have a digital tuner. If you don’t have one  by class 
   start, one can be purchased at the first class. 
 
Course Description: The `ukulele is an often-ridiculed but amazingly versatile instrument that is once 
again taking the world by storm. Thanks to the internet and to virtuoso players such as Jake 
Shimabukuro and Canada’s own James Hill folks are discovering that this little ‘jumping flea’ can hold its 
own in any crowd. 
   This class is intended for absolute beginners: those who have never played a 
`ukulele (or perhaps any stringed instrument) before and would love to learn how to hold, tune, and play 
the `ukulele for sing-alongs or just noodling. You don’t need any previous musical experience, and don’t 
even have to know how to read music!  After each class, Kate sends out an e-mail with PDFs of the 
worksheets, video/sound links and other information that will reinforce the material covered.   
   By the end of ten weeks you should be able to move fairly easily between chords 
in the keys of C, G and F, play several strum styles, read `ukulele chord charts and have a repertoire of 
over a dozen songs, including Hawaiian, traditional folk and ‘golden oldies’. In fact, by the end of the first 
class, you’ll be playing at least one song all the way through! You’ll also learn the parts of and different 
kinds of `ukuleles as well as the fascinating history of “The Mighty `Uke”! 
 
Course Name:    `Ukulele II – Intermediate Level - “Why Quit Now?” 
Level:     Designed for those who have already taken `Ukulele I or who are fairly  
   comfortable playing in the keys of C, F and G 
Instructor:   Kate Ferris 
Dates:    Ten Classes, beginning Sat.  Oct. 06 and ending Sat. Dec. 08, 2018 
   Thursdays - Oct. 06, 13, 20, 27, Nov. 03, 10, 17, 24, Dec. 01, 08 
Time:   11:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Location:  The Folk Exchange 
Age:   15 + 
Note:   We will be working in “G” tuning (G-C-E-A); soprano, concert & tenor ukuleles;  
   Material will not be arranged for baritone ukulele, which is tuned differently. 
   All students are expected to have a digital tuner. 
 
Course Description: Once you have learned the basic chords and strum styles, where do you go from 
there? `Ukulele II will take you to the next level.  
   The course is intended for any of the students who either attended last session’s 
`Ukulele I class or those who have a basic knowledge of chords and strum patterns, who feel 
comfortable following a chord/lyric sheet, and can move easily between the I, IV, V and related minor 
chords in the keys of C, F and G. In the first class there will be a review of the previous course’s material 
so that Kate can gauge the group’s overall level and proceed accordingly.  



 
 Class will basically be a continuation of material learned in the `Ukulele I course. You will work 
on increasing your chord vocabulary, more advanced arrangements and strumming styles, and generally 
a greater knowledge of the `ukulele. You will also learn how to transpose songs into keys more suited to 
your individual voice, and how to read basic tablature to play simple melody lines. After each class, Kate 
sends out an e-mail with PDFs of the worksheets, video/sound links and other information that will 
reinforce the material covered. 
    
Course Name:    `Ukulele III – ‘Continuing– “Can’t Get Enough” 
Level:     Designed for those who have either taken `Ukulele II or are very comfortable  
   playing and are able to read basic tablature ** 
Instructor:   Kate Ferris 
Dates:    Ten Classes, beginning Sat.  Oct. 06 and ending Sat. Dec. 08, 2018 
   Thursdays - Oct. 06, 13, 20, 27, Nov. 03, 10, 17, 24, Dec. 01, 08 
Time:   2:00 – 4:00 pm 
Location:  The Folk Exchange 
Age:   15 + 
Note:   We will be working in “G” tuning (G-C-E-A); soprano, concert & tenor ukuleles;  
   Material will not be arranged for baritone ukulele, which is tuned differently. 
 
Course Description:  This is the class intended for any of the students who have previously taken 
`Ukulele II and/or `Ukulele III - Continuing and wish to continue working on their `ukulele skills. It’s 
where you’ll find the biggest ‘jump’ in levels, since some students have attended this class for several 
years, but if you’re willing to put in the practice you’ll soon fit right in – and it’s a very welcoming group. 
After each class, Kate sends out an e-mail with PDFs of the worksheets, video/sound links and other 
information that will reinforce the material covered. 
   The emphasis is on playing tablature arrangements in one, two and three parts, 
‘playing by ear’, advanced strum styles, finger-style playing and increased musicality.  We carry 
selections over from term to term so some are in more of a ‘rehearsed’ state than others. Students are 
welcome to bring pieces they are preparing for open mic performances, etc. and play them to get 
experience and feedback, and the group has often presented numbers at the UCW Open Mic events. 
(Presenting to the group and open mic activities are on a strictly voluntary basis!) 
 
** If you have any doubts as to whether or not you are ready for this level, contact Kate and she’ll send 
you one or two of the pieces we work on so you can try them out. 
 
 
Instructor Bio: 
 Manitoba-born Kate Ferris has been performing since, at the age of 5, the bus she and her Ma 
were travelling in got stuck in a storm, and Kate entertained the passengers in the back of the bus 
(including 3 very nice Nuns) with her own songs and stories. (She would like to think that her material has 
improved greatly since then – but she DID get a chocolate bar from one of the Nuns, so who knows . . .) 
 

 After teaching Elementary Music for 11 years, Kate quit to pursue her dream of performing and 
has been chasing that dream across Canada ever since, as a solo artist and in groups such as folk trio 
Small Rooms, Canadian Content Theatre Co. and The Blarney Band. She has appeared on TV, Radio and 
assorted recordings, has been guest storyteller with the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, and performed 
at many Children’s and Folk Festivals, including - of course - the Winnipeg Folk Festival. In 2015 she 
released her CD “Marie’s Forest”, and in 2017 released “Prairie Girl’s Song”, an illustrated book of one of 
her songs. 
 She’d played with the `ukulele since a conference she’d attended in 2004, but it wasn’t until Kate 
and her husband – luthier Fred Casey – attended the Aloha Music Camp in Kona, Hawai`i in 2009 that 
Kate truly fell in love with the little instrument. Since then she has attended two AMCs in Hawai`i, taken 



instruction from Mark Nelson, James Hill and Raiatea Helm, is Vice Pres. of the Winnipeg `Ukulele Club, 
has written songs for `ukulele, has been the `Ukulele Instructor for the Winnipeg Folk Festival’s Folk 
School since 2012, the Director for the Winnipeg Arts Council’s `Ukulele Mass Appeal events, and given 
`ukulele workshops across the province. In fact, she’s been known to sit playing her `uke in her car as it 
goes through the carwash! She can’t wait to share her love of the mighty `ukulele with you! 
 
(Warning: learning the `ukulele may very well lead to UAS: `Ukulele Acquisition Syndrome. As with 
potato chips, it’s hard to stop after having just one!) 


